Research in primary dental care part 3: Designing your study.
Earlier articles in this series identified the importance of stating a clear research question as the first step in conducting research in primary dental care. The study design seeks to answer the research question. This article describes different types of study design and their application. A framework of the steps involved in designing each type of study are described, together with the situations in which they could be used. Useful resources and sources of information are provided.